184o]                              CBEJEVETS JOUENAL.                               275
into Council in 1784, and this I sent to Melbourne to show
to the Queen, suggesting that Prince Albert should be intro-
duced upon the same terms as Prince George of Denmark
had been, and with the same ceremonies as the Prince of
Wales in 1784.
The Duke of Wellington has reappeared in the House of
Lords, goes about, and works as usual, but everybody is
shocked and grieved at his appearance. Lyndhurst expressed
his alarm to me, lest he should go on until it became desw-
able that he should retire, and his regret that his friends
could not prevail upon him to do so while he still can with
dignity. He dined at the Palace on Monday, and was
treated with the greatest civility by the Queen. Indeed,
she has endeavoured to repair her former coldness by every
sort of attention and graeiousness, to which he is by no
means insensible.
Her Majesty went last night to the Ancient Concert
(which she particularly dislikes), so I got Melbourne to dine
with me, and he stayed talking till twelve o'clock. He told
us, among other things, that he had seen Dudley's Diary
(now said to bo destroyed), which contained very little that
was interesting upon pxiblic masters, but the most ample and
detailed disclosures about women in society, with their names
at full length* Melbourne expressed his sitrprise that any-
body should write a journal, and said that he had never
written anything, except for a short time when he was very
young, and that he had soon put in the fire all that he had
written* He talked of Orocvey's Journal, and of that which
Dover is supposed to have left behind him 5 both of whom, at
different times and in different ways, knew a good deal of
what was going on* Melbourne said Creevey had been very
shrewd, but exceedingly bitter and malignant; and I was
rather surprised to hear him talk of Lord Dover as having been
very bitter also, an underhand dealer and restless intriguer.
I knew very well that he had ambition and vanity, which
were constantly urging him to play a part more than com-
aaensuiate with his capacity, and that he delighted in that
sort of political commerage which gave him importance (and
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